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The National Park Service will strive to
understand, maintain, restore,and protect
the inherent integrity of the natural
resources, processes, systems, and values
of the parks.

NPS Management Policies (2001)

Feral burros were removed from Grand Canyon 25
years ago.  However, their impacts to cryptobiotic soil
crusts and vegetation are still visible today.
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“…the Grand Canyon…is the land of
music. Mountains of music swell in the
rivers, hills of music billow in the creeks,
and meadows of music murmur in the rills
that ripple over the rocks...”

“...Altogether it is a symphony of multitudinous
melodies.  All this is the music of waters.”

John Wesley Powell, 1895

The Park’s Water Resource Program strives to:

• Protect natural process dependent upon flowing water

• Protect habitat through maintaining natural erosion and
deposition

• Inventory and monitor water quality and quantity

• Mitigate health and safety issues associated with water
quality and floodplain management

The Park’s Exotic Plant Management
and Restoration Program minimizes:

•Disruption of  complex ecosystems

•Reduction in biodiversity

•Degradation of wildlife habitat

•Impacts to  endangered plant and animal
species

•Hybridization with native species, altering
native genetic diversity and integrity

Park staff are working to return
human-disturbed areas to their natural
conditions and processes.
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